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Swedish Medical Center
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Stages of Architectural Design Process

I. Master Planning

II. Programming – Functional Design

III. Schematic Design – Functional Programming

IV. Design Development

V. Construction Documents

VI. Construction Phase

VII. Post Occupancy Evaluation
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Stages of Architectural Design Process

• Programming – Functional Design

– Identify Users – interview process
– Task Analysis
– Organize physical space to support needs
– Estimate square footage
– Identify equipment needs (large scale:  i.e. need MRI, ceiling 

lifts)
– Blocking and Stacking diagrams = rough sketch

Sign off:  All departments and everyone accounted 
for
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Stages of Architectural Design Process

• Schematic Design – Functional Programming

– Early building ideas / overall scheme
– Start of more detailed drawings (room space, window and door 

placement)
– Higher level design with focus on creating overall project 

solutions.

Sign-Off:  Budget constraints met at all levels; 
function and aesthetic direction set.
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Stages of Architectural Design Process

• Design Development

– More detail into schematic design
• Interior elevations / 3-D representations
• Selection of FFE:  Furniture, fixtures and equipment details
• Mock-ups of room details

Sign-Off:  Agreement on further details to finalize 
design plan
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Swedish Orthopedic Institute
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